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The RTHS AGM & Bring & Brag 

Date: Wednesday January 16, 2019 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Place North Gower Client Services Centre 
 2155 Roger Stevens Drive,  
 North Gower, ON 

facebook.com/rideautownshiphistory .  https://twitter.com/rideautphs 

Speakers  

Speakers at the January meeting will once again be RTHS 
members themselves.   

Yes it is time once again for our annual bring and brag night 
with RTHS members and/or their guests presenting their 
treasures.  

So if you or someone you know has something you think 
would be of interest to the Society we will see you on the 
16th.  There will be a computer and screen available for 
PowerPoint or other kinds of presentations, so bring a 
memory stick if you so choose.  

The Annual General Meeting  

The AGM will precede the Bring & Brag presentations. It is 
traditionally short but it is important because we elect our 
executive for the coming year. The nominating committee 
will present a report listing a slate of candidates for the vari-
ous positions as recruited by the present executive.  

At this point there will be a request for nominations for any 
position from the floor. In particular there is an opportunity to 
join your 2019 Society executive as a Director with responsi-
bilities to be determined at the first meeting of the new exec-
utive. If this appeals to you, please contact Sandy McNiece 
(dmcniece@rogers.com) or at 613-489-2295 to put your 
name forward  

Dickinson House Tea 

Dickinson House will be holding a special Valen-
tine's Tea on February 9 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. We 
will be decorated for Valentine's Day and our tra-
ditional menu of scones with cream and jam and 
tea sandwiches will be available. There will be a 
chocolate theme to our sweets.  (See poster page 
4) 

For ticket information re the tea, people can tele-
phone Maureen McPhee at 613-692-8260. 

The February Meeting 

Our speaker in February will be Nyamme (Nye} Samuels, 
speaking about the country of Jamaica.  

Nye grew up and was married in that country.  She came to 
Canada in 1960 to join her husband Eric, living first in Sas-
katoon, then Ottawa. She has lived near Osgoode since 
1971 where she and Eric raised their family. She now lives 
in the same house with her son and his family.  

As well as participating in community life in this area, she 
was also involved in the Jamaican community in Ottawa. 
We look forward to learning more about this Caribbean 
country.   

Don’t Forget 

We have a new 
publication entitled 

Rideau Remem-
bers; North Gower 
and Marlborough 
Townships’ Sacri-
fice in the Great 
War, 1914-1918 

Availability: Rideau Branch Ottawa Archives, Tuesdays 9:30am - 
4:30pm 
Manotick Office Pro  
Dickinson House when open 

http://www.rideautownshiphistory.org
http://facebook.com/rideautownshiphistory
https://twitter.com/rideautphs
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The traditional Rideau Township Historical Society Christ-
mas dinner was celebrated at Knox Presbyterian Church 
in Manotick on Wednesday, 12 December.  Thirty-five 
members and guests foregathered from 5:30 p.m. for con-
versation with punch, cheese and finger food.  At 6:15 all 
were seated for grace by Brian Earl.  We were then treat-
ed to dinner catered by the Order of the Eastern Star.  All 
feasted on pork tenderloin with cranberry stuffing, roast 
potatoes, mixed carrots and green beans and mixed pep-
pers.  Desserts were generous pieces of pumpkin or ap-
ple pie, accompanied by tea and coffee. 

At each table were magnificent centrepieces in glass 
bowls, created by Dorothy Gray and her cousin.  At the 
end of dinner a draw was held for each of the centrepiec-
es, which will no doubt grace some individual members’ 
Christmas dinner tables. 

At the conclusion of dinner, our President, Sandy 
McNiece, introduced the ladies (and one gentleman) of 
the Eastern Star.  Diane Arbuckle explained that mem-
bers were the wives and relatives of practising Masons, 
and spoke about their fundraising through the Starlight 
Foundation. 

Sandy then summarized our Society’s progress and activ-
ities over 2018.  Then he introduced Rowena and Wilson 
Pearl on keyboard and percussion.  Rowena distributed 
carol sheets – including many less-known verses of popu-
lar classics – and led us in song.  She and Wilson also 
played an instrumental seasonal composition.  The even-
ing concluded with more conversation and good wishes 
by all. 

The 2018 Christmas Party 

Article and Pictures by Owen Cooke 

The ladies and a gentleman of the Eastern Star 
prepared and served the meal. 

Rowena Pearl and her son Wilson provided the 
entertainment for the evening. 

The party was festive and enjoyed by all.  It is al-
ways a venue for renewing friendships and catch-
ing up on our friends’ lives. 

Dorothy Gray’s 
center pieces  
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News from the Rideau Branch, Ottawa Archives 

Hours: The Rideau Archives is open every Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and at other times by appoint-

ment.   (613-489-2926). 

Resources and Services of the Rideau Township Branch of the City of Ottawa Archives: a monthly feature in this 
newsletter, celebrating the services and holdings preserved in your community’s archives resource centre. 

Manotick and the Early Days of Hockey 

Throughout 2019, Rideau Branch will be working to in-
clude some of its collections in the City of Ottawa’s online 
catalogue of archival and museum materials, the OMAC, 
and included in this will be the collection of Dora Stamp, 
unofficial historian of Manotick.  

Among her materials is a photograph of a Manotick hock-
ey team from 1905-1906, someone noting on the back 
that the goalkeeper was Russell Fee. Around that time, 
the team also featured the Dale brothers, the Flam broth-
ers, and the Maxwell brothers and had so many players 
that there was both a junior and a senior team. The quali-
ty of the players at that time is suggested by their 12-0 
defeat of a team from Kars in 1906.  

Manotick played teams from Ottawa too, including the 
Queens. But, ironically, it was not a Manotick team but 
the Queens that would include one of the most iconic 
players connected with that village: Eddie Lowrey. Edwin 
James Lowrey had been born on the Lowrey farm, on the 
east bank of the Rideau River just south of Manotick, in 
1891 but had moved while still a young child to Ottawa.  

By the age of 15, Eddie was president of the St. Patrick’s 
School hockey team, playing alongside younger brother 
Tom Lowrey, also a gifted player. The brothers played for 
the Queens in the 1906-07 season as well as their school 
team. The next year, Eddie represented the Buena Vistas 
at the inaugural ceremonies of a new Interprovincial 
Hockey League. By the 1909-10 season, he had moved 
to the Stewartons in the Ottawa City Hockey League, and 
also played a game with the Volants in Hull that year.  

Speculation that he would be leaving the next year to join 
his father, who had taken a job in Winnipeg, earned him 
an entire article in the Ottawa Journal. But instead he 
stayed to rejoin brother Tom on the Buena Vistas, which 
had by then moved over to the City League. Meanwhile 

he refereed college games and in the lower-level Triangle 
League.  

Over the next decade Eddie played with the Stewartons, 
the New Edinburghs, and the Senators in Ottawa, the 
Ontarios and Blueshirts in Toronto, and played one game 
with the Montreal Canadiens in the National Hockey As-
sociation. Back with the Senators, Lowrey’s career was 
drawing to a close as the National Hockey League was 
first established in the 1917-18 season.  

Marrying Gertrude Rebecca Gray in 1919-20, he briefly 
coached the Ottawa Munitions of the City League but re-
turned to playing, joining the Hamilton Tigers for 1920-21 
and the Regina Capitals for 1921-22. He then accepted a 
position as coach of the University of Ottawa’s team in the 
Ottawa City League before moving to Ann Arbor to coach 
the University of Michigan team from 1927 to 1944. Low-
rey died at Ann Arbour on 27 November 1973 but was 
buried at Beechwood Cemetery in Ottawa. 

Stuart Clarkson, Community Archivist 

The RTHS gratefully acknowledges the financial support received from the City of Ottawa. 


