
  

The Rideau Township Historical Society 

Preserving and Promoting local history for the former Rideau Township 

www.rideautownshiphistory.org 

March 2016 Newsletter  
Newsletter Editor: Ron Wilson (rideauarchives@ottawa.ca) 

The Speaker: Hugh Halliday 

Hugh A. Halliday is an Ottawa, Canada-based military historian. 
He served in the offices of the RCAF's Air Historian (1960–1965), 
Canadian Forces Directorate of History (1965–1968), taught at 
Niagara College (1968–1974) and was further employed at the 
Canadian War Museum (1974–1995) in various capacities includ-
ing Curator of War Art, Curator of Posters and Photographs, and 
historian. (Courtesy of Wikipedia) 

Subject: “Murder among Gentlemen” 

Hugh Halliday presents 

a History of Duelling in Canada 

The March Meeting 

Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2016  
Time: 7:30p.m.  
 
Place Knox Presbyterian Church 
 5533 Dickinson Street 
 Manotick, ON 

Bring a Friend. To arrange a ride call  
Brian Earl at (613) 692 2371. 

1. The February Presenta-
tion 

2. News from the Rideau 
Archives 

3. Upcoming Programs 

4. Minutes of the February 
meeting 

5. Some  Activities of the 
Grenville Historical Socie-
ty 

6. Dickinson House 

This Month 

The Spring Programs 

Spring 2016 

April: Scott Cameron on the Picts, Or-
chardview, Manotick.   

May: Possibly Joe and Maureen Clark, if 
they are available.  If not, Stuart Clarkson 
will present on “Rideau Township as seen 

through The Ottawa Journal”.  

June  Field excursion, to be determined.  

Dickinson House 

The activities for this season at the Dickinson 
House have been determined.  This year the 
program has been developed jointly with Wat-
son’s Mill and a single rack card has been pro-
duced to cover the activities in the square. 

See page 5 for the list of activities. 

http://www.rideautownshiphistory.org/
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The February Presentation 

Continuing Research on the Dickinsons  
and Sir John A. Macdonald 

Article by Jane Anderson 

Photos by Liam Norris and Owen Cooke 

Owen Cooke introduced our speaker for the evening. 
Christian Joyce is a resident of Manotick, having graduat-
ed from St. Mark High School. He then went on to attend 
Ottawa U, and has degrees in Music, Law & Philosophy. 
In 2014, he was hired as a researcher to look into Sir 
John A. Macdonald’s relationship with Carleton County 
and the Dickinsons. Bill & Georgie Tupper needed more 
information about the subject to flesh out “The Dickinson 
Men of Manotick”, published in the autumn of 2015. 

On February 17, we were privileged to have Christian 
share his research findings with us. They were mainly 
gleaned from the National Archives in Ottawa. 

June 24, 1866, Sir John A Macdonald laid the cornerstone 
of a new Methodist Church in Nepean in the neighbour-
hood of Fallowfield . After the ceremony, he was driven 
around the neighbourhood, and was pleased at the devel-
opment he saw. He was convinced that the development 
and prosperity was the fruition of his National Policy. 

Sir John A. Macdonald’s personal involvement in the rid-
ing of Carleton began in 1882, when he ran and won the 
seat. Despite his onerous responsibilities as Prime Minis-
ter during the Riel Rebellion, and shaky health no doubt 
aggravated by constant arduous travel, he still took an 
interest in and looked after the needs of the Riding.  

In October of 1884 he gave his first recorded speech in 
Carleton County. He addressed an agricultural meeting in 
Bells Corners. After apologizing for the lack of time to visit 
the riding, he extolled the merits of the National Policy for 
agriculture. The policy meant that the farmers had a mo-
nopoly on the cattle trade with Britain. He also stressed 
the favourable advantages to be incurred by the CPR and 
the canal system for the distribution of goods.  

1887 saw the end of Sir John A. Macdonald’s involvement 
as a representative of Carleton. Throughout his political 
life he was devoted to his constituents and the Tory Party. 

When Sir John A. vacated his seat in Carleton in 1887, 
George Dickinson ran and won the by-election for the rid-
ing. In 1891, he ran again. A loyal Tory, on February 16, 
1891 he wrote to Sir John A to request a campaign letter 
of support. February 26, he received a reply from the PM, 
encouraging him to rally his friends and assuring him he 
was a valuable party member. Although George cam-
paigned well against a Mr. William T. Hodgins, also a 
Conservative, on election night , the vote was close, and 
upon a recount George lost by fifty votes. This marked the 
end of George’s political activity federally. 

In the 1882 federal election, Moss Kent Dickinson gave 
way to Sir John A. in Carleton, and ran successfully in the 
neighbouring riding of Russell. He did not run in 1887, but 
did run again in Russell in 1891. He was nominated with 

Photo by Liam Norris 

Christian Joyce presenting  

Trowel used by Sir John in laying the cornerstone 
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ease to represent the Conservative Party, and ran a 
strong campaign. However, on election night, despite a 
good showing, he was defeated by WC Edwards, a Liber-
al. 

Christian entertained a number of questions from the floor 
after his presentation. He explained that the riding of Car-
leton included the townships of Torbolton, March, Nepean, 
Goulbourn, North Gower & Marlborough at the time. 

He mentioned that Sir John A Macdonald had health is-
sues during the years between 1882 and his death in 
1891. These issues were never fully explained, although 
he probably was exhausted from the rigours of travel, cop-
ing with the Riel Rebellion and getting the CPR up and 
running. 

The National Policy involved protectionism through trade 
tariffs, primarily with the USA. 

When asked why so few letters remain of correspondence 
between the Dickinson’s and Sir John A Macdonald, 
Christian explained that Sir John A wrote his own letters , 
by hand. Understandably, being a busy man, he got be-
hind in his correspondence. A short letter of endorsement 
by Sir John A was considered a great honour. The letters 
to Macdonald have been saved in the Archives; the letters 
to the Dickinsons may have been lost. 

Christian was thanked by Ruth Wright for giving us more 
insight into the relationship between Sir John A. and the 
Dickinsons of Manotick 

Letter, George Dickinson to Sir John A. Macdonald, 
requesting a campaign letter of support for his elec-
tions bid in Carleton in 1887  

 

A Minstrel Troupe 

Oscar Edgar Hutchison’s 
camp of labourers worked 
on the constructions of 
Highway 16.   

Perhaps the most surprising 
aspect of the project, how-
ever, was in the field of en-
tertainment. 

 Hutchison’s camp had 
spent the winter of 1920-21 
organizing a programme of 
singing, dancing, gymnas-
tics, and comedy to be pre-
sented at North Gower, 
Kemptville, and Richmond 
in the spring of 1921, all 
presented to an apprecia-
tive audience.  

See page 4 for more infor-
mation. 
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News from the Rideau Branch, Ottawa Archives 

Hours: The Rideau Archives is open every Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and at other times by appoint-

ment.   (613-489-2926). 

Resources and Services of the Rideau Township Branch of the City of Ottawa Archives: a monthly feature in this 
newsletter, celebrating the services and holdings preserved in your community’s archives resource centre. 

The Prescott Highway 

The 1914 Ottawa Motor Show featured an informative 
evening that spotlighted a new proposal to build a high-
way between Ottawa and Prescott. Controller Ellis was 
quick to dismiss the initial plans, and Ottawa City Council 
soon was considering shifting to a Morrisburg route.  

A year later, thanks in part to a deputation of lobbyists, 
including George A. Beaman and W.H. Pratt of Marlbor-
ough as well as John Kerr, J.A. Craig, D.B. Cutcliffe, and 
William Gault of North Gower, the Prescott route soon 
won out.  

By June 1916, surveying was set to begin, but the Ontario 
government delayed matters in order to avoid expendi-
tures during the First World War, to the chagrin of Good 
Roads enthusiasts promoting motor tours. By the summer 
of 1919, initial improvements were underway, though it 
was not until five years later that the stretch between Ma-
notick and North Gower was to be paved, finally complet-
ing the Ottawa-Prescott Highway.  

Construction involved Ottawa companies, such as the 
upstart George Farmer & Sons, and also had an impact 
on the workforce in North Gower and Marlborough. David 
Rintoul’s quarry near the Green Valley Cheese Factory, 
for instance, provided building materials, and a number of 
local men, including Percy Chambers, found work in Os-
car Edgar Hutchison’s camp of labourers.  

Perhaps the most unexpected outcome of the project, 
however, was in the field of entertainment. Hutchison’s 
camp had spent the winter of 1920-21 organizing a pro-

gramme of singing, dancing, gymnastics, and comedy to 
be presented at North Gower, Kemptville, and Richmond 
in the spring of 1921, all presented to an appreciative au-
dience.  

And the Rideau Branch Archives -- which stands on the 

former route of the Prescott Highway -- would appreciate 
a visit from you to view our holdings, including photo-
graphs and plans, which describe the construction of this 
important highway. 

Stuart Clarkson 

The RTHS gratefully acknowledges the financial support received from the City of Ottawa. 

Roy Knox operating a Keoring Excavator in the 
Rintoul Quarry, ca. 1921 (MGR093-001)  

Geo. Farmer & Sons, contractors, ca. 1921, ca. 
1921 (MGR142-001)  

News article about 
a minstrel play by 
the workers on 
Highway 16. 

Ottawa Journal, 9 
April 1921, p. 19  
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Rideau Township Historical Society Minutes 

Wednesday, February 17, 2016 

City of Ottawa Client Service Centre 

Roger Stevens Drive, North Gower, Ontario 

President Tom MacDonald opened the meeting by welcoming 20 guests and members to the February meeting.  He then 
called upon members to submit committee reports. 

Finance: No report.  Tom did report that the books have been audited and the results will be discussed at the next meet-
ing in March. 

Program: Owen Cooke outlined the schedule for the next few months –  

• March – Hugh Halliday will make a presentation on “Duelling in Canada”, to take place at Knox Presbyterian Church 
in Manotick. 

• April – Scott Cameron will present on “The Picts” – Orchardview on the Rideau. 

• May – Possibly Joe and Maureen Clark, if they are available.  If not, Stuart Clarkson will present on “Rideau Town-
ship as seen through The Ottawa Journal”. 

• June – field excursion, to be determined. 

Publications: Jane Anderson invited anyone who is interested to join the committee as they pursue the Oral History pro-
ject and a book on the war dead in Rideau Township. 

Communications: Maureen McPhee also invited anyone to join the committee if interested.  She is also looking for vol-
unteers to do the write-ups for the Newsletter.  Just let her know if you are interested and willing and she will make up a 
roster of people to take turns. 

Dickinson House: Brian Earl reported that they are setting up the displays in Dickinson House and preparing for the 
opening date scheduled for the end of May.  They will be having a clean-up day soon, and can always use some extra 
help if you are able to spare some time. 

Grants: Nothing new, except that they have one grant outstanding. 

Youth: No report. 

Following this, it was moved by Brian Earl that we accept the minutes of the last meeting as published. Seconded by 
Maureen McPhee. Carried. 

Owen Cooke then introduced our guest speaker Christian Joyce who spoke on “Neighbouring Counties: The Activities of 
Sir John A. Macdonald, Moss Kent Dickinson, and George Lemuel Dickinson in Carleton and Russell Counties before the 
1891 Federal Election.” Following his presentation, Christian answered questions from the membership. Ruth Wright 
thanked him for his presentation and gave him a year’s membership in the RTHS and an honorarium. 

 The meeting was adjourned at about 8:30 followed by a social time with refreshments supplied by Ruth Wright. 


