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February Meeting Details 

 
Click HERE for our website registration page. 

 

Future RTHS Publications 

The RTHS Publications Committee has been working 
for some time on two forthcoming publications that we 
hope to be able to publish in 2022. They are “Reflections 
of an Island-born Woman” by Nyamme Samuels, and 
“North Gower: A Village History, 1820-2020” by a team 
of Owen Cooke, Bill Tupper, Ruth Wright and myself. 

While these are keeping us very busy, we thought it 
might be a good idea to look ahead. At our executive 
meeting in January, several suggestions for new projects 
were put forward, addressing such topics as the current 

steamboat exhibit at Dickinson House; articles about 
Rideau history as they relate to specific topics or eras; 
historic recipes; the Audrey Renton collection; and pho-
tographic renditions of heritage buildings, Century 
farms, Boyd block buildings, etc.  

If you are interested in working on any of these projects, 
or have other suggestions, the Committee would love to 
hear from you, at susanmckellar68@gmail.com. 
 
 

Report on January’s RTHS Event 

Truth-Seeking in Art and History 
Andrew King 

Andrew King, a local artist and amateur historian, shared 
with us the latest results of his ongoing and wide-ranging 
curiosity as it relates to both his art and his historical me-
anderings. 

Coming from his stated perspective that history ought to 
be accessible to anyone who is interested, Andrew’s talk 
was of a largely personal nature, and began with an anec-
dote that many of us could relate to: an encounter with a 
gentleman attired in Victorian style fashion who squired 
him through the Dickinson House Museum, doing so in 
a way that left a lasting impression on Andrew (a perfect 
example of accessible history if ever there was one.) We’re 
pretty sure the well-dressed gentleman was none other 
than our own Bill Tupper.  The world is small.  

That encounter just whetted Andrew’s curiosity, and the 
paintings he shared with us all have some local signifi-
cance and of course a story.   Many of us recognized the 
buildings in the paintings: from AY Jackson’s studio as it 
might have looked when he built it, to the old Weaver 
House on Mill St.   For Andrew, every building tells a 
story.  

https://rideautwphistory.org/event-registration/
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The Lost Village of Long Island 
While on his walks, Andrew discovered the “lost village” 
of Long Island, through finding some toppled tomb-
stones up near the Long Island Locks. Curiosity piqued, 
he began to investigate. Different types of researchers use 
different technologies to uncover secrets of place, and 
Andrew is no different.   

Andrew’s original source is the well-known and well-
loved Carleton County Atlas  (here’s where you can buy 
your own copy  - https://atticbooks.ca/products/113218), 
you can see it at the Rideau Township Archives in North 
Gower, or you can see it digitally here: 
https://www.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.12020/5?r=0&s=1 

 

 
Map of Carleton with village of Long Island circled in red 

He was then able to overlay Google Earth to get a really 
good look at where this lost village might have actually 
been.  Most interesting for this writer, was his question 
about why there was no readily accessible historical 
plaque or marker denoting the village and sharing a bit 
about who settled, what happened to it and why.   One 
can speculate!  Or one can act!  Anybody interested? 

 
Long Island village detail from Carleton map 

 
Village layout overlaid on Google Maps 

In Search of Snake Island 
Andrew’s next query was about why Snake Island Road is 
called Snake Island Road!  Well, apparently, there was an 
island, with several houses on it, and lots and lots of 
snakes. The story is that someone was bitten by one of 
those snakes, and according to a contemporary newspaper 
article, “died from his wounds.”  

One of our members pointed out that we have no venom-
ous snakes in this part of the province, and a lively ex-
change ensued, in which it was pointed out that snakes 
have disgusting things in their mouths, and an infection 
would have been likely. Ewwww! 

The Atlas shows homesteads and family names which 
were on Snake Island, and several of those names are still 
well known in Manotick, but no snakes! 
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Wide-Ranging Interests 
Andrew’s interests range from the large sites discussed 
above all the way to the most minuscule; what he likes to 
call “out of place artifacts”.  Most interesting to this 
writer were that both artifacts Andrew shared with us 
could have ended up in this neck of the woods through 
extensive indigenous trade routes.    

We were lucky to have Dr. Van Loon with us at the meet-
ing in January, and I couldn’t help thinking about his 
two talks, in which he emphasized that neither Cham-
plain nor Mackenzie would have been successful without 
the guidance of the indigenous people, and their vast and 
comprehensive trade routes.   

Both of the “out of place artifacts” — a needle holder and 
some caffeine infused pottery — were evidence of such 
trade routes. Both artifacts are to be found in the Cana-
dian Museum of History holdings, along with commen-
tary.  

Future History 
The final section of the formal presentation was really a 
warning, highlighting the significance of certain archi-
tectural styles as “future history”.  The case in point was 
our own Carleton Golf and Yacht Club subdivision which 
is an early example of a subdivision built around a golf 
club in North America.   

Of as much interest to Andrew as the course itself is the 
mid-century modern architectural style of many of the 
homes around the course — a style that, from the outside 
looking in, may be congruent with the mid 20th century 
golf course vibe, but certainly not consistent with the re-
quirements of an Ottawa winter!  And yet, they prevail, 
and are a good example of what Andrew likes to call “fu-
ture history”. 

Once Andrew’s presentation was over, there was a lively, 
far ranging and lengthy discussion, including questions 

about specific aspects of his talk, but most interesting, 
questions and discussion about how Andrew reconciled 
his spare, geometric almost minimalist painting style 
with the apparent serendipity of his history projects.    

This then, came to the heart of the matter: for Andrew, 
in order to be successful at his chosen vocation (i.e. work-
ing artist) he needs the whimsy of our found past. And 
that is how he seeks his truth and finds his balance.   

Thank you, Andrew, for a refreshing look at how one per-
son does history in this day and age.  

Links to Andrew’s studio, where you can see more of his 
artwork, and to his  books and blog are posted below. 

https://www.andrewkingstudio.com/www.andrewkingstu-
dio.com/Welcome.html 

https://www.andrewkingstudio.com/www.andrewkingstu-
dio.com/OTTAWA_REWIND.html 

Myra McFarlane 

 

 

How to Connect with RTHS 

 
https://rideautwphistory.org/ 

 www.facebook.com/rideautownshiphistory 

 rideautwphistory@gmail.com 

 https://twitter.com/RideauTpHS 

How to Connect Dickinson House Museum 

 
https://dickinsonhouse.org/ 

 www.facebook.com/Dickinsonhousemuseum 

 dickinsonhousemuseum@gmail.com 

 

 

 

https://www.andrewkingstudio.com/www.andrewkingstudio.com/Welcome.html
https://www.andrewkingstudio.com/www.andrewkingstudio.com/OTTAWA_REWIND.html
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Sign me up as a member of RTHS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Members of the Society enjoy: 

• Monthly meetings featuring engaging presentations, followed by refresh-
ments 

• Group excursions to historical points of interest in Eastern ON 
• Local books published by the Society, and a monthly newsletter 
• Opportunities to participate and contribute as volunteers 

 

 For more information visit https://rideautwphistory.org and face-
book.com/rideautownshiphistory.  

Please mail this form with a cheque for membership dues payable to: Rideau 
Township Historical Society, Box 56, North Gower, ON, KOA 2TO, OR pay by e-
transfer to rideautwphistory@gmail.com and email a scanned copy of the form 
to the same email address. 

 

 Name:  

 Address:  

 City & Postal Code:  

 Telephone: Email:  

 Date:  

 Are you a new RTHS member? Yes _______ No ______  

 Individual Membership $15 _____ Life Membership $100 _____  

 Family Membership (2 adults & school-age children) $20 _____ 
 

 

 Donation $50 _____ Other Donation $ _____  

Receipts for paid memberships will be issued when we are able to meet face-to-face, but tax re-
ceipts for donations will be issued at the end of the year. 

Thank you for supporting RTHS! 


