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January Meeting Details 

 
Click HERE for our website registration page. 

A Look at Coming Attractions 

February 16th 2022: Chris Rodgers will be with us for a 
virtual, interactive session focused on understanding how 
music provides a way to learn history! 
 

In Remembrance – Norm Fraser 
Norm Fraser passed away peacefully on Boxing Day at 
age 88.  Both he and his wife Yvonne were former mem-
bers of our Society. 

Dr. Norman Lowe Fraser was born in North Gower and 
grew up in Sudbury.  He attended University of Western 

Ontario, then medical school at University of Toronto.  
He practised first in Toronto, where he met Yvonne, then 
later joined the Department of Health and Welfare.  In 
practice with the federal government, he spent three 
memorable years as Zone Director working from the 
Moose Factory General Hospital. 

Moving back to North Gower, Norm became involved 
with the local community, both before and after retire-
ment.  He was a dedicated member of Holy Trinity An-
glican Church.  He played local softball and hockey.  Af-
ter retirement he became more committed to his art as a 
member of the North Gower Artists and as an art student 
at St. Lawrence College in Brockville.  Our Society is 
probably most familiar with one of his earlier works, the 
often-reproduced portrait of Moss Kent Dickinson com-
missioned by Rideau Township.  The original hangs in 
Rideau Archives. 

Norm was proud and knowledgeable about his Scottish 
origins and his ancestors in the lower Ottawa Valley. 

Rideau Township Historical Society  members extend 
their sympathy to Yvonne, his children Anne, David, 
Jennifer, Rebecca, Heather and Norman and their fami-
lies 
 

Report on December’s RTHS Event 

Our December 15th seasonal gathering was, once again, 
on zoom - alas, and we made the best of it, again. 

To put us in the correct frame of mind, Susan McKellar 
did a short invocation (see next page) (courtesy of the Ot-
tawa School of Theology and Spirituality) to help us 
frame the meeting, the holiday season, and frankly, a way 
forward in these challenging times.   Thank you Susan.  

After a short business meeting, we began our program.  

First up, Christine Erdos and Sean O’Malley read a Ca-
nadian Christmas classic to us: A Voice for Christmas, by 
W. O. Mitchell.  As fate would have it, the text for this 
jewel as sourced from the Maclean’s archives was pub-
lished in Maclean’s magazine on December 15th, 1942.    

 

https://rideautwphistory.org/event-registration/
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Invocation for the Christmas Season 

The story itself is one of the beloved Jake and the Kid  sto-
ries, in which the kid tells us about growing up on a farm 
in Southern Saskatchewan, and his relationship to Jake, 
the grizzled old farm hand.  
This particular story takes 
place in the few days leading 
up to Christmas 1942, when 
the kid’s father is off fighting 
in Europe with the South Sas-
katchewan Regiment.  Also 
coincidentally, (or is it?) 
Christine’s grandfather fought 
with the South Saskatchewan 
regiment, and Christine is no 
stranger to the kind of prairie 
winter described in the story.   

All this to say, Christine and Sean transported us to that 
far away winter of 1942 and that Christmas Day, when, 
you guessed it, a Christmas miracle occurred, courtesy of 
the magic of radio.    

 

Thank you Christine and Sean for a wonderful reading, 
which, as always, led to a lively exchange about the story, 
the subject matter, and about what was real and what was 
imagined. 

Now it wouldn’t have been a proper seasonal gathering 
without stories and historical curiosities as unearthed 
and introduced by our members.  

We were lucky to have Sandy McNiece tell us the story 
of the Christmas Spider, which explains why we have 
tinsel on our trees, and to learn that to this day, glass and 
crystal spider ornaments are prized by families. We also 
learned that in Christmas 2020 Dickinson House actually 
sold such ornaments, along with the story, and that they 
had been a best seller.  Maybe we will see them again next 
Christmas?  Never too early to start planning! 

 
 

Moving from historical Germany to historical Rideau 
Township, Rod Brazier shared with us three glimpses 
into Christmas past, gleaned from the Kars Tweedsmuir 
Histories (a wonderful resource by the way.) Firstly he 
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shared a poem by Norman Mussell about one of the un-
sung heroes of families everywhere; then excerpts from 
Mrs. Wesley Crawford’s 1966 talk to the Kars Women’s In-
stitute about customs of Christmases past, and finally a 
piece entitled Early Life in the Kars Area.   

Milkman Christmas – Composed by Norman Mussell 
circa 1930s (Tweedsmuir History of Kars, Vol. 3) 

 
 
This being the season for wondrous things, Chuck Gru-
chy brought us an excerpt from a BBC4 broadcast last 
shown in 2017, entitled Mechanical Marvels and Clockwork 
Dreams, presented by Dr. Simon Schaffer.  This video 
shows us an automaton built in the mid 18th century that 
really is a precursor to computer programming, and only 
just a little creepy!  As the description tells us, it really is 
a marvelous marriage of engineering and art!   

 
 

And, in a treat for the senses, Guilio Maffini shared with 
us one of his childhood memories of buying roasted 
chestnuts from a street vendor, encased in a paper bag, 

and before eating, putting up one’s front to keep warm!   
Not only a taste treat, but one that does double duty! 

 
 
Finally, lest we forget we are in the midst of a raging pan-
demic, Susan provided a modern take on ’Twas the Night 
Before Christmas for Myra to read.    

Thank you to all who presented, participated, and 
showed up!  

And with that, and warmest greetings to all, RTHS 
signed off for another year.  

We take this opportunity, in our first Report of the New 
Year, to wish everybody good health, safety and better 
days to come.    

 

How to Connect with RTHS 

 
https://rideautwphistory.org/ 

 www.facebook.com/rideautownshiphistory 

 rideautwphistory@gmail.com 

 https://twitter.com/RideauTpHS 

 
https://dickinsonhouse.org/ 

 www.facebook.com/Dickinsonhousemuseum 

 dickinsonhousemuseum@gmail.com 
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Sign me up as a member of RTHS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Members of the Society enjoy: 

• Monthly meetings featuring engaging presentations, followed by refresh-
ments 

• Group excursions to historical points of interest in Eastern ON 
• Local books published by the Society, and a monthly newsletter 
• Opportunities to participate and contribute as volunteers 

 

 For more information visit https://rideautwphistory.org and face-
book.com/rideautownshiphistory.  

Please mail this form with a cheque for membership dues payable to: Rideau 
Township Historical Society, Box 56, North Gower, ON, KOA 2TO, OR pay by e-
transfer to rideautwphistory@gmail.com and email a scanned copy of the form 
to the same email address. 

 

 Name:  

 Address:  

 City & Postal Code:  

 Telephone: Email:  

 Date:  

 Are you a new RTHS member? Yes _______ No ______  

 Individual Membership $15 _____ Life Membership $100 _____  

 Family Membership (2 adults & school-age children) $20 _____ 
 

 

 Donation $50 _____ Other Donation $ _____  

Receipts for paid memberships will be issued when we are able to meet face-to-face, but tax re-
ceipts for donations will be issued at the end of the year. 

Thank you for supporting RTHS! 


